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Alumni profile: OMA president Zainab Abdurrahman on 
leadership in medicine 

 

Zainab Abdurrahman (MD ’07) is a paediatric allergist and clinical immunologist, an assistant 
clinical professor at Toronto Metropolitan University and an adjunct assistant clinical professor 
in paediatrics at McMaster University. In May 2025, she was installed as president of the 
Ontario Medical Association (OMA). Born in Nigeria, Abdurrahman immigrated to Sudbury, 
Ontario with her family at the age of 12. A self-proclaimed math nerd, she earned her BSc in 
physiology and math from McGill University and a master’s degree in statistics with a focus in 
biostatistics from the University of Waterloo before entering the MD Program at the University 



of Toronto. After graduating from U of T, Abdurrahman completed her paediatrics residency and 
subspecialty training in clinical immunology and allergy at McMaster University. As a clinician, 
she co-launched the Q&A Allergy clinic in 2019, dedicated to the care of adults and children with 
allergic and immunology related medical conditions. Abdurrahman is the first Black woman to 
hold the position of OMA president. In her role, she advocates for the province’s 50,000-plus 
physicians, residents and medical students, ensuring their voices are heard at policy tables. The 
OMA focuses on equity in health care, addressing disparities for rural communities and 
racialized groups, and fighting misinformation. We chatted with Abdurrahman halfway through 
her one-year term as OMA president about her educational and career journey, as well as her 
hopes for the future. 

Math and medicine seem like strange bedfellows — how do you reconcile those dual interests? I 
always wanted to be a doctor — probably because of my dad, who was a paediatrician. I loved 
seeing him work with kids and thought, “I want to do that too.” At the same time, I really loved 
math. It came naturally to me, and I enjoyed how it was taught through games and problem-
solving. When I discovered McGill’s combined physiology and math program, it felt like the 
perfect way to keep both passions alive. Later, I pursued a master’s in statistics because I 
wanted to be prepared for research in medicine. Math and medicine are deeply connected — 
blood flow, nerve potentials, even pharmacology involve math. 

What are some highlights from your time as an MD student at U of T’s Temerty Faculty of 
Medicine? I really loved my time in medical school. People worried I might feel lost, being in 
such a big class of 200 students, but I really got to know everyone. For the first two years, I was 
co-class president with someone I had met in my first few days at med school, Lee Schofield 
(MD ’07, PGME Family Medicine), and he’s still one of my closest friends. Many of my closest 
friends today are from med school, and those connections have shaped my career. I also felt the 
faculty embraced students with nontraditional pathways to medicine and made them feel 
supported. For example, I shared an idea for creating a biostatistics module for the MD 
curriculum with one of my professors, Ian Johnson, and he hired me to build it out as a summer 
project. I later helped adapt it for public health agencies. 

What attracted you to paediatric immunology? I’ve always been interested in immunology — I 
actually had pretty severe allergies as a kid — but it wasn’t until med school that I realized 
allergy and immunology was its own specialty. Adelle Atkinson (PGME Paediatrics) taught us as 
MD students and she was great. I also felt a professional kinship with others I met through my 
elective immunology rotation. I liked that there was a mix of common conditions like asthma 
and more rare, complex cases. It’s also a field where you need to explain complicated science in 
simple terms — just like teaching math. Plus, there were opportunities for research without 
being confined to a lab. It felt like the perfect balance of variety, science and patient care. 

How did you become involved in the Ontario Medical Association (OMA)? I joined the OMA 
around 2014, when physicians were facing government-imposed cuts and clawbacks. I wanted 
to understand how advocacy worked and help drive change. Initially, I planned to take a small 



role in the allergy section but ended up chairing it. That led to governance reform work, 
streamlining the board, and eventually serving on the board for four years before becoming 
president. 

What are the biggest takeaways from your time thus far as OMA president? One of my main 
activities has been a membership tour of the province. Typically, we set aside 60 days and hit all 
the big cities, but on my tour we’ve spread it out and prioritized smaller communities — places 
like Wawa and Bruce Mines, and southern rural communities. Many of the physicians I spoke to 
told me no president had visited before. It reinforced the importance of bringing those voices 
into policy discussions. It’s been interesting to see how diverse Ontario’s health care challenges 
are and how creative local solutions can be — and how can physicians in different regions can 
learn from one another. Housing, food security and health care are deeply connected, and 
addressing them requires collaboration beyond medicine. I’ve also experienced firsthand the 
power of representation. I’ve had many people tell me it means a lot to see someone who looks 
like them in this role. For both physicians and patients, seeing diversity in leadership 
demonstrates that equity matters. It’s also a chance to push conversations about inclusion 
forward — within the OMA, among physicians, and in health-care delivery. 

What do you hope to accomplish before your term expires, and in your future work? Right now 
we’re working to strengthen ties with medical students and residents, improve transition-to-
practice supports, and advance physician wellness initiatives — especially reducing 
administrative burdens through digital tools like AI scribes. As past-president, I’ll oversee 
elections and help modernize processes while transitioning back to clinical work. Longer term, I 
hope to keep shaping health care policy and innovation. Once you’ve seen the system from this 
perspective, it’s hard not to stay engaged in building its future. 

Source: https://temertymedicine.utoronto.ca/news/alumni-profile-oma-president-zainab-
abdurrahman-leadership-medicine 



Continuing a tradition of service: New graduating student award 
empowers commitment to rural family medicine 

 

For James Conway, family doctors are lifelines for remote and underserved communities where 
access to care can mean the difference between thriving and surviving. It’s a reality he 
understands deeply, and one that inspired him to turn gratitude into action. James created the 
Denis M G Conway Award for Family Medicine at the University of Toronto’s Temerty Faculty of 
Medicine in memory of his late brother, a physician who dedicated much of his career to 
providing care in towns, communities and in remote areas across Canada and around the world. 
The award will be given to graduating U of T medical students who have an interest in pursuing 
rural medicine or practicing in a smaller city or town in Ontario. “Denis’s understanding of being 
a physician was that you were there to serve the best interest of every patient,” James says. “I 
hope this award makes life a little easier for someone who is committing to that kind of service, 
because they will make people's lives better.” 

Denis graduated from the Faculty of Medicine (now Temerty Medicine) and spent the early 
years of his career working in remote and underserved communities throughout Canada and 
worldwide. An MD graduate of the Faculty of Medicine (now the Temerty Faculty of Medicine), 
Denis then trained in tropical medicine in London, England. In addition to practicing 
internationally for six months each year, he was also devoted to serving remote and 
underserved communities throughout Canada. He continued practicing in this way until the 



1980s, when the HIV epidemic emerged in Toronto. At that time, very little was known about 
the disease. Hearing speculation that it could be linked to tropical diseases, Denis decided to 
move back to Toronto permanently and began working as a general practitioner with an 
HIV/AIDS specialty. “Little was known about AIDS, except that it was infectious and a lot of 
people were dying,” James recalls. “He would make house calls to the homes of his patients at a 
time when most were uneasy about close contact with anybody with AIDS.” 

Denis passed away June 14, 2024, in Toronto. The news of his death sent ripples around the 
world, with the Conways receiving hundreds of letters from patients Denis had treated over the 
course of his career – from India and Pakistan to Saint Lucia and Kenya, from Northbrook to 
Bella Coola, as well as from local families of his HIV patients. The outpouring of gratitude 
demonstrated the incredible importance of service to James. “Denis showed me how important 
it is for people's sense of security in our society to have a GP,” he says. “I created this award to 
show students how important I think they are – not because they have to live up to anything, 
but because they've made a good choice. They have an opportunity to do something evidently 
important with their lives.” 

A family history intertwined with U of T ... Looking back across generations, James sees a 
common thread: a will to serve a community and stand up for others, even when it’s difficult. In 
choosing to practice family medicine in underserved areas, they are choosing presence and 
service above all things — values that shaped his brother’s career and their ancestors’ toughest 
moments, and which continue to define the work of family doctors today. 

Source: https://temertymedicine.utoronto.ca/news/continuing-tradition-service-new-
graduating-student-award-empowers-commitment-rural-family-0 

  



In Memoriam: Dr. Michael Paul Figueroa Fralick 

 

Dr. Michael Fralick, friend, colleague, internist, scientist, and teacher, died suddenly and 
unexpectedly on February 1, 2026, at the age of 39. 

He is survived by his loving wife Brittany Lostracco, daughter Hailey Fralick, parents Nancy 
Figueroa and Dr. Richard Fralick, and brothers Dr. John Fralick and James Fralick. He is also 
deeply mourned by friends and colleagues in the medical and scientific community, who share 
our admiration for him and our devastation at his passing. 

Mike was exceptional, one of one in our community. Always a first-rate student, Mike 
completed a BScH at Queen’s University and an MD and internal medicine residency training at 
the University of Toronto, including a year as Chief Medical Resident at St. Michael’s Hospital. 
With his career underway, and every trainee award under his belt, he then completed an MSc in 
Clinical Epidemiology at Harvard University and a PhD in Clinical Epidemiology at the University 
of Toronto. Mike was already a remarkable scientist when he came on faculty in 2019 as a 
Clinician Scientist in the Division of General Internal Medicine at Sinai Health and the 
Department of Medicine at the University of Toronto. 

He had the rare combination of insatiable curiosity, intelligence, pragmatism, and grit. He knew 
how to take an idea and turn it into something tangible that mattered to patients. Mike led his 
research team at the Fralick Lab with kindness, ethics, determination, and humility. His research 
program focused on machine learning, clinical trials, and epidemiology, always with the primary 
goal of improving patient care and outcomes. He collaborated with colleagues across the city, 
the country, and the world, including close partnerships with researchers in Denmark. 



He had over 200 publications with many in the highest-impact journals in his field. He was one 
of the founding board members of the New England Journal of Medicine Evidence and served as 
the Deputy Editor from 2024-2025. Among his research honours were the Canadian Society of 
Internal Medicine New Investigator Award, the Ontario Early Researcher Award, the AMS 
Fellowship in Compassion and Artificial Intelligence, the PSI Graham Farquharson Knowledge 
Translation Fellowship, and the Gairdner New Investigator Award. 

His success was in no small part attributable to his ability as a leader to create a nurturing 
learning environment that brought out the best in everyone. These academic accomplishments 
were more than matched by his clinical acumen and compassionate bedside manner. Mike was 
the complete physician. He personally called every one of his recently discharged patients to 
ensure a smooth transition from hospital to home. Over the pandemic, he wrote a weekly 
COVID newsletter to keep the public aware and properly informed. 

He was especially passionate about his work at the Sault Area Hospital in Sault Ste. Marie, where 
he created a clinical elective for residents and students in rural medicine, and was developing a 
local clinical trials platform to strengthen research capacity. Mike was also a dedicated teacher 
and mentor. He was recognized with the Ontario Medical Association Mentor for Students and 
Residents Award as well as multiple teaching awards at Sinai Health and the University of 
Toronto. When Mike identified a gap or challenge, he worked relentlessly to address it. He led 
educational initiatives such as Work in Progress Rounds, the Rounds Table, Trial Files, an annual 
summer Epidemiology & Statistics Crash Course, and published a handbook dedicated to 
common issues residents face while on-call entitled One-Pagers for the Wards. He took 
particular care in supporting trainees, his research team members, and new faculty as they 
developed their own scholarly and clinical identities. 

As a colleague and friend, Mike was entirely reliable. He always showed up and did more than 
was asked or needed. He had a light-hearted and playful sense of humour. He was thoughtful 
and generous. He had integrity without being sanctimonious or condescending. He had a pure, 
genuine desire to help people. Mike was a well-rounded person who loved many things, 
including coffee, music, travel, the Toronto Blue Jays, and golf. He adored his family and friends 
and was a steadfast advocate for his brother James. 

Above all, the role he loved most - and what he was most proud of - was being a devoted 
husband to his wife, Brittany, and a loving father to his daughter, Hailey. Knowing Mike was an 
inspiration and privilege. He was extraordinary. He protected, promoted, and supported those 
around him. May we use our memories of him, and the light he brought, to help fill the 
profound void left by his passing. 

Source: https://deptmedicine.utoronto.ca/news/memoriam-dr-michael-paul-figueroa-fralick 

  



Message about Professor Anne Agur 

 

Dear Colleagues, I am writing to share with our community the sad news that Professor Anne 
Agur (MSc, PhD), a long-standing and much revered teacher and researcher in the University of 
Toronto Division of Anatomy, died last Monday morning. 

Professor Agur completed her MSc and PhD degrees in Anatomy at the University of Toronto. 
She was subsequently recruited as a faculty member with a primary appointment in the Division 
of Anatomy. She subsequently garnered cross appointments and affiliations with multiple other 
departments and institutes, including the School of Graduate Studies at U of T, the Institute of 
Medical Science, the Wilson Centre, the Rehabilitation Sciences sector at Temerty Faculty of 
Medicine, Dentistry, and the Division of Biomedical Communications - Institute of 
Communications and Culture at the University of Toronto at Mississauga. Professor Agur retired 
on June 30, 2025, at which time Professor Emerita status was conferred upon her. 

Over the many years since her initial faculty appointment, Professor Agur taught clinical 
anatomy, histology, neuroanatomy and embryology to generations of MD program, OT and PT 
students, with consistently high praise for the way she engaged learners, and created a safe and 
fun learning environment. She was appreciated as a dedicated and effective mentor to graduate 
students and young faculty colleagues. 

Professor Agur was also a highly prolific scholar, with a primary research interest in clinically 
applied normal versus pathological structure and function of the musculoskeletal system 
including joints, musculotendinous architecture, innervation patterns and pain-generating 



mechanisms, as well as anatomy education. She was co-editor of Grant’s Atlas of Anatomy and 
co-author of Essential Clinical Anatomy and Clinically Oriented Anatomy. 

Over the course of her career, Professor Agur was honoured with several awards, including the 
Henry Gray Distinguished Educator Award and the Honored Member Award, both from the 
American Association of Anatomists (AAA). In addition, she received a Teaching Excellence 
Award from the Canadian Association of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation, and an Excellence 
in Undergraduate Life Sciences Teaching Award from Temerty Faculty of Medicine. She was also 
the recipient of the Longstanding Academic Contribution and Collaboration from an External 
Partner Award by the U of T Division of Physiatry, in recognition of her continued scholarly and 
collaborative academic contributions. 

On a personal level, Anne was a warm, empathetic and incredibly supportive colleague and 
friend who loved nothing better than a lively conversation. Cindi Morshead, U of T Division of 
Anatomy Co-Chair has shared that “Professor Agur was a remarkable person, mentor, colleague, 
and friend. She will be missed.” Professor Agur is survived by her husband Enno and her children 
Erik, Amy, and Kristina. We express our deep sympathy at this difficult time. 

Sincerely,  

Carol J. Swallow, MD PhD FRCSC FACS 
RS McLaughlin Professor and Chair Department of Surgery, University of Toronto. 

Source: https://surgery.utoronto.ca/AnneAgur 

  



Class Notes — Winter 2026 

 

 

Class of 4T9 

Dr. George TRUSLER — We are delighted to share an update about Dr. George Aubrey Trusler, a 
distinguished member of the MD Class of 1949, who will celebrate his 100th birthday on 
November 17, 2026. His 1949 Torontonensis photo and write-up are included for those who 
would like to revisit this special piece of Temerty Medicine history: 

 

Dr. Trusler is an Officer of the Order of Ontario and an Officer of the Order of Canada, recognized 
for his remarkable impact on paediatric cardiac surgery. A pioneer in his field, Dr. Trusler served 
as head of cardiac surgery at Toronto’s Hospital for Sick Children and made groundbreaking 
contributions that continue to save lives. He developed an algorithm to regulate excess blood 
flow to the lungs of infants in heart failure and invented a technique to preserve the aortic valve 
— innovations still used around the world today. Now approaching his centennial year, Dr. 
Trusler remains bright, engaged and active. He only recently retired from skiing due to knee 



arthritis. He is admired not only for his clinical accomplishments but for his lifelong commitment 
to leadership, character and scholastic excellence. 

Class of 6T2 

Dr. Robert RICHARDS — As a graduate of 1962, I can clearly remember the snowstorm of 1944, 
which I recall as being worse than that of 2026. I am pleased to be vertical and to be able to 
swim and bicycle regularly. Married 56 years with all three children and six grandchildren living 
in Toronto. I closed my dermatology office, but I still conduct a clinic for hyperhidrosis. Like most 
persons, I made many investing mistakes and was misled on some occasions. To provide 
information for younger people to avoid these errors I wrote Self-directed Passive Index 
Investing: A roadmap to financial success. The second edition of 2026 can now be ordered 
by email, payment of $34 by Interac or a cheque covers book and postage. Amazon and select 
stores will follow. 

Class of 6T3 

Dr. Perry COOPER — The MD Class of 1963 will celebrate its 63rd anniversary with a reception 
and dinner on Saturday, May 30, 2026 at the Kimpton Saint George Hotel. Contact me for 
details. 

Class of 6T5 

Dr. Grant STEWART — I have fully retired from general surgery. For more than twenty years, I 
dedicated much of my time to surgical missions across several Asian countries, most recently on 
the beautiful island of Marinduque in the Philippines. I am currently traveling through the 
southern regions of Western Australia, visiting family and exploring the places where I spent my 
teenage years — some of which are now Trust Houses and historic sites connected to my early 
settler ancestors. I’ve especially enjoyed the Margaret River region, with its forests, wildlife, and 
world-class wineries. It has been a meaningful journey filled with memories, and I’m looking 
forward to returning home to Vancouver after the challenging snow and rain across Canada. 

Class of 6T9 

 

mailto:passiveinvesting@yahoo.com?subject=&body=
mailto:perrycooper@rogers.com?subject=&body=
mailto:perrycooper@rogers.com
mailto:perrycooper@rogers.com


Dr. Jerry FRIEDMAN has been retired now for 1-1\2 years and is keeping busy auditing 
undergrad courses at U of T and pursuing his creative interest in driftwood sculpture. His work 
can be seen at his studio east of Huntsville on the Muskoka North Studio Tour from August 14 to 
16 or by appointment. For more information see www.muskokanorthstudiotour.ca or contact 
him directly. 

Dr. Samuel LANGER — I’m still working as Medical Director at Carelon Behavioral Health, where 
I also chair the Scientific Review Committee and serve as Medical Director of Quality 
Management. I continue to maintain a private practice as well. I’ve been married for 54 years 
and am the proud parent of four sons and grandparent to seven wonderful grandchildren. I’m 
looking forward to the upcoming World Cup games in Los Angeles. I remain deeply saddened by 
the classmates we’ve lost — so many remarkable people. Warm greetings from New York City. 

Class of 7T0 

Dr. Frank SOMMERS — As our world is becoming more and more turbulent you are warmly 
invited to attend the 9th Annual CME training: Psychiatric Dimensions of Disasters, which will 
include an exciting tabletop simulation: The Psychological Impacts of War. Can AI Help? 
June 12, 2026 (Hybrid). Open to all healthcare professionals. 

Class of 7T5 

Dr. Paul STEINBERG — My third book, Psychoanalysis in Practice: A Contemporary Approach for 
Therapists, will be published later this year. Regarding a different variety of publication, my 
wife Dr. Carolyn GRUENWALD Steinberg (Meds 7T6) and I are expecting the arrival of our 
second grandchild in July. 

Drs. Michael LAWRIE & David WHITE — Congratulations 7T5! A total of $96,726.20 has been 
raised from 43 donors to establish an endowed MD Class of 7T5 Award in celebration of our 
50th. The award has already benefited one MD student and it will be awarded to another two 
MD students this academic year and every year in perpetuity. 

Class of 7T6 

Dr. Robert GRECO retired from active practice at Health Sciences North in 2018 and continued 
to provide locum service through 2021. 

Class of 7T7 

Dr. Kenneth MELVIN — The MD class of 1977 will celebrate our 50th anniversary in 2027. We 
are planning a celebration dinner in June 2027 and hope to reach out to as many alumni as 
possible. If you have any queries, please contact Dr. Lawrence 
KLOTZ (laurence.klotz@sunnybrook.ca) or me (kenneth.melvin@uhn.ca). 

Class of 7T8 

mailto:jerryfriedman@rogers.com
https://muskokanorthstudiotour.ca/
mailto:jerryfriedman@rogers.com
mailto:jerryfriedman@rogers.com
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Dr. Kenneth LEE CHOI — I’m grateful for the opportunity to support the future of healthcare in 
Scarborough — a community I’ve been proud to serve for nearly 40 years at Birchmount 
Hospital. Lisa Seeto and I have established a $1 million endowment to help ensure that future 
doctors and health professionals can learn and train close to home. Our contribution will 
support the new Scarborough Health Centre of Excellence and create the Dr. Kenneth Lee Choi 
and Lisa Seeto Awards, which will help reduce financial barriers for local students pursuing 
medical careers. Scarborough has been an important part of my life, and we hope this gift will 
make a meaningful difference for the next generation. 

Dr. Joseph CHU — Since the COVID-19 pandemic, I collaborated with a team of clinicians-
researchers and published 4 peer-review articles on how COVID-19 affects visible minorities in 
Ontario/Canada, in particular Chinese Canadians and South Asians. Currently, we are working on 
a research project on Long COVID and its effects on Ethnic groups in Canada. The research 
projects was supported by the Ontario Ministry of Health-ODSP, CCHABA, Department of 
Medicine, University of Toronto, University of Ottawa Heart Institute and ICES. 
Download COVID-19 and its Cardiac and Neurological Complications among Ontario Visible 
Minorities and Epidemiology of COVID-19 and its Cardiac and Neurological Complications among 
Chinese and South Asians in Ontario. Visit heartbrain.ca. 

Class of 7T9 

Dr. Davy CHENG — Since being elected a Fellow of the Canadian Academy of Health 
Sciences (FCAHS) in 2007, Dr. Cheng has considered it a profound honour. He now shares that 
he is deeply humbled and grateful to have been nominated and elected to serve on the CAHS 
Board of Directors for a term spanning January 1, 2026 to August 31, 2028. 

Class of 8T6 

Dr. Phil NARINI – A career reflection: From the OR to the Cafe, A Journey in Medicine and Call to 
Action 

WOW! Turning 65, 40 years from Frosh week and that first anatomy lecture telling us to 
memorize the brachial plexus. A daunting task at the time, seemingly impossible, then cadaver 
labs, animal labs, sleepless nights and lets not forget the "bell curve". Survived. Then out in the 
really scary world of a rotating internship and Baycrest Centre — good old days, then family 
practice "up nord" in a tiny community with Merk manual in hand (no Chat or cell phone to call 
for help) — terrified of being the only doc in town: MIs (no clot busters), Diabetes (no CGMs), 
sigmoidoscopy and barium enema screen (no colonoscopy or FIT), and OB — deliveries without 
back-up and the dreaded VBACS! A moment of psychosis and the idea of becoming a surgeon 
preceded by 2 years of research, then US residency (worse than Grey's A), fellowship then 
private practice. Micro recon with no monitors, some cosmetics and hospital politics. Lots of 
politics! 

mailto:jychu@rogers.com
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https://temertymedicine.utoronto.ca/sites/default/files/inline-files/PIIS2589790X22001160%20%281%29.pdf
https://temertymedicine.utoronto.ca/sites/default/files/inline-files/PIIS2589790X22001160%20%281%29.pdf
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Now what? Retirement? Oh no. Let's tell people about the association between diet and 
disease. If you haven't heard, we stand with diet and chronic disease where tobacco and lung 
cancer were. In 1963, consumption peaked at 4,345 cigs/adult per year with the backdrop of 
over 7000 peer-reviewed articles telling us we shouldn't. Clearly, smoking caused cancer but it 
took us 50 years to acknowledge it! 

Food advertising is not unlike the tobacco propaganda when "doctors smoked camels" and 
"menthol soothes" (Your mouth will keep as fresh as a May morning...giving you dewy-fresh 
flavour.) Ugh. Now we have false news, confirmation bias, pseudoscience and the pervasive, 
ubiquitous influencers telling us about keto, paleo, low carb, omega-3, creatine, ketone 
supplements ... to infinity and beyond. But why? Because BS baffles and advertising sells. 

So I opened a cafe with kickass coffee and fresh baked goods including yummy foods that are 
healthy: mmcafe.ca to be exact; and in a medical building to boot. Who would expect healthy 
food in a "health centre" that is dedicated to sick care? Seems obvious to me. 

The name is purposefully "Mindful Meal". Most of us simply chew and swallow and hope for the 
best, LOL; most don't even bother to hope. Just assume that others have our best intentions in 
mind with respect to nutrition and if it is on a shelf, in a box for convenience, or in a restaurant 
— heck, it must be 'good for me' right? Or at the very least not bad for me? 

Please don't forget your supplements! To the tune of $4 Billion annually in Canada. Yup, with a 
"B".   

With my grey hair, upcoming 65th and notice from the government received today that I can 
soon get free drugs, and free assessment of drugs if I take "more than three prescriptions", I 
have earned the latitude of sounding patronizing. 

My advice: please be Mindful, question everything, follow the science and appreciate that we 
have the utmost responsibility to educate ourselves, our families and friends, and maybe even 
more importantly, those trusting their health care to us. If you don't care for yourself, at least 
care for your patients (ouch!) Learn about the associations between diet and disease and 
understand the 'facts'; in spite of the fact we all know these facts do change with progress. The 
fact today is that most chronic diseases (I hesitate to say all), can be ameliorated, prevented, 
and yes, even reversed with diet and exercise. 

The time has come for us to spearhead this idea that lifestyle should be first: Capital FIRST. If 
you are motivated and maybe even leading by example, we can save countless of lives, optimize 
health span and maybe increase lifespan too. Ornish has said "Undo It" and that the secrets are: 
"Eat real Food, Move More, Stress Less, and Love More."  

In health: I wish all of you maximal health and wellbeing. 

Dr. Robert BANKS will be inducted into the Canadian Aviation Hall of Fame on September 17, 
2026 in Ottawa. He will be honoured for his pioneering contributions to human factors research 

https://www.mmcafe.ca/


in aviation, including decades of work on flight surgeon training and studies of physiological 
stress in flight. Learn more. 

Class of 8T7 

 

Dr. Robin BEARDSLEY — I wanted to share my excitement of co-authoring a book entitled It 
Doesn't Have To Be This Way: A Physician's Guide to Radical Self Care with two other physicians 
Drs Risa Adams and Elizabeth Parsons. I wanted to thank my 8T7 classmates for the ongoing 
friendships and support. You know who you are. Hope to see everyone at our next class reunion. 
It is hard to believe it will be 40 years in June 2027. Stay tuned for more information about the 
reunion. If you haven't been getting information please reach out to me on the website for our 
book or at https://yourcompassionateself.ca/ 

Class of 8T9 

Dr. Michael WONG has been serving as Physician-in-Chief at Roswell Park Comprehensive 
Cancer Center since 2025. 

https://cahf.ca/induction/
https://www.ifsmedicine.ca/
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Drs. Anna BANERJI, Erik ERYAVEC, Peter EHRLICH, and Vivian CHOW organized MD8T9's class 
reunion to belatedly celebrate the 35th anniversary of graduating from the U of T MD program 
on October 4, 2025. The event took place at the Faculty Club, and 39 classmates and their 
partners shared wonderful time together. 

Class of 9T1 

 

Dr. Eric GRIEF is a family doctor and medical psychotherapist in Vaughan, Ontario. He recently 
published a self-help book titled Write It Out: Free Your Trapped Feelings. The book is available 
for Kindle as an e-book and in paperback through Amazon.ca or Amazon.com. His son, Joshua 
Grief graduated from DeGroote School of Medicine and is an R1 in internal medicine in 
Hamilton. 

Class of 9T2 

mailto:egrief44@gmail.com


 

Dr. Grant LUM — Thirty seven years after the start of medical school, I am “majority fractionally 
retired” (the term will be copyrighted soon!) I’m still doing a tiny bit of clinical work. I’m also a 
partner in a cognitive performance company called Reactforge, where we’re training the brains 
of elite athletes, including the Detroit Red Wings. Please check us out at reactforge.com. I’m 
also planning lots more adventures on my motorcycle. I’ve ridden to Halifax and back, to 
Vancouver and back, and throughout the US. This spring I was in Spain and Morocco, and next 
May I’m planning a trip to Italy. If you’re interested, please follow me on Instagram at 
@motorcyclelife.ca. 

Class of 9T3 

Dr. Brett SCHUMILAS — I'm currently practicing family medicine in Honolulu, teaching third-
year medical students at University of Hawaii John A. Burns School of Medicine. Enjoying 
watching my 1-year-old grandson grow. 

 

Dr. Scott YOUNG — In 2024, I published a true crime book titled Cause of Death: Ballistic 
Trauma, which re-examines the circumstances and forensic evidence surrounding the mass 
murder committed on August 1, 1966, on the campus of the University of Texas at Austin. The 
perpetrator was a married engineering student who had no diagnosis of a pre-existing mental 
health disorder and no clear motive to indiscriminately shoot such a shocking number of 
innocent victims. He was eventually killed by law enforcement, and his autopsy unexpectedly 
revealed a small tumour deep in his brain. The initial pathologist believed the tumour was an 
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incidental finding and did not contribute to the subject’s violent behaviour. However, during a 
subsequent inquiry, it was concluded that the tumour may have influenced the perpetrator’s 
actions. No further debate followed, and the issue remained unresolved. After reviewing the 
original autopsy report and additional relevant material, I developed a pathophysiological 
mechanism that convincingly explains how the tumour could have triggered “organic brain 
disease” and the explosive violence that occurred. My book, which is heavily referenced and 
extensively illustrated, carefully explains this novel hypothesis. It is available through 
FriesenPress and Amazon. Visit the website for more info. 

Class of 9T5 

 

Dr. D'Arcy LITTLE is very proud of his recent promotion to Adjunct Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Medical Imaging at U of T, cross-appointed to the Department of Family 
Medicine. He has really been enjoying teaching radiology to medical students in the MAPS 
course for the past few years. He also devotes considerable time to CME activities geared to 
teaching radiology to many different health care professionals through his role as medical 
director of HealthPlexus.net. He is also proud of his son, Alex, an IT consultant, and his wife, 
Catherine, a children's book author, and her recent books Anne of the Library on the 
Hill and Jane and the Blue Willow Princess. 

Class of 0T5 
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Drs. Jasmine CHEUNG, Erika CATFORD and Rachel MARTIN organized an MD0T5 class reunion 
to celebrate the 20th anniversary of graduation from the U of T MD Program. The event took 
place at the Constantine Restaurant in the Anndore House. View photos 

Class of 1T1 

Dr. Kim LE — I am a new mother to a baby boy and currently practice as a full-time 
comprehensive ophthalmologist at AM EYES in midtown and Envision Eye Institute in North 
York. I’m pleased to accept referrals. 

Class of 1T5 

 

Dr. Michelle YEE organized MD1T5's class reunion to celebrate the 10th anniversary of 
graduating from the U of T MD Program on September 20, 2025. It was held at Greta Bar, and 
106 classmates and their partners enjoyed food and drinks while playing arcade-style 
games. View photos 

 

Source: https://temertymedicine.utoronto.ca/class-notes 
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In Memoriam — Winter 2026 

 

Class of 5T2 

Dr. Samuel LIBRACH passed peacefully, on Thursday, September 4, 2025. Beloved husband of 
the late Evelyn. Loving father and father-in-law of Dr. Clifford and Judy Librach, Bonnie and 
Arthur Fish, Dr. Mark and Heather Librach, and Richard Librach and Tara Fingold. Dear brother 
of the late Dr. Morris Librach, and Beverley Abshez. Devoted Zaidy of Max and Sylvie, Lily, 
Zachary, Ely, Joseph, Dawn and Mitchell, Matthew and Jessica, Jonah, Adina, Evan, Cole and 
Mimi. Devoted Great-Zaidy of Aidan, Myles, Rylie, Meir, Skylar. Special thanks to Dr. Marnie 
Howe and the Temmy Latner Palliative Care Team; loving caregivers, Joan Sams and Elsa 
Stephen; and the team at Amica on the Avenue. Published obituary 

Class of 5T3 

Dr. Stanley BAIN (October 5, 1928 - August 28, 2025). Loving husband, father, grandfather, 
friend, family physician, and photographer passed away peacefully in Collingwood, Ontario, 
surrounded in love, which he gave so generously. He was predeceased by his wife, Joan, of 64 
years. His children, Ted, Mary (Michael Reid), James (Jane Batt), and Cathy (John Huycke) will 
miss him greatly. A much-loved grandfather to James, Alexander, Emily, and Sam Reid, Brendon, 
Alexandra, and Michael Bain, and Annie Huycke. Stan was also blessed with six beautiful great-
grandchildren. Born October 5, 1928, in Glasgow, Scotland, to Theodore and Audrey Bain; 
predeceased by his younger sister, Mavis. Stan graduated from Medicine at the University of 
Toronto and married Joan Salter in1953. Joan graduated from medicine in 1955. Stan 
established a family practice in Don Mills with Joan, and was a founding medical staff member of 
the North York General Hospital. He was on the faculty of the University of Toronto, in their 
newly established community-based Family Medicine Residency Training program, which he led 

https://obituaries.thestar.com/obituary/dr-samuel-librach-1093072314


for many years at North York General Hospital. He worked on many committees with the 
College of Family Physicians of Canada and also served as President of the Ontario Chapter of 
the College of Family Physicians. He held leadership responsibilities, including President of the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario. Stan also contributed to standardizing licensure 
across the country as President of the Federation of Medical Licensing Authorities of Canada. 
Stan was full of joy and full of life. He shared himself freely, whether it was at the piano with his 
voice booming, or reveling in having an audience for his many stories. He loved time with his 
family, skiing at Beaver Valley or cottaging at Shadow Lake. Stan's retirement years were seen 
most frequently through the lens of his camera. He was a talented photographer with a passion 
for capturing stunning images from around the world alongside Joan, his naturalist partner, 
family, and many dear friends. While we will miss him dearly, there is comfort knowing after a 
blessed beautiful life, he is now joyfully celebrating with Joan, the love of his life. The Bain family 
is very grateful to Carol Refflinghaus, Chelsey Kane and her care team at On My List, Father 
Sharon Sangster of All Saints' Anglican Church, and the palliative care services provided by 
Campbell House in Collingwood. 

Class of 5T4 

Dr. Robert McMILLIN — After a long and wonderful life, it is with heavy hearts we announce the 
passing of Dr. Robert Selby McMillin. Born in 1927 to Helen (Clark) and Andrew McMillin, Bob 
had a loving childhood in the Toronto Beach neighbourhood along with his older brother, 
Andrew. From an early age he worked for his dad in the family hardware store at Main and 
Gerrard and here learned his woodworking skills and the ability to fix just about anything. He 
attended Malvern Collegiate and went on, at 16, to the University of Toronto. He funded his way 
though university building and refurbishing houses in the east end of Toronto and later by 
running the waterfront programs at Camp Kawagama. Always an outstanding athlete, Dr. Bob 
first graduated from Phys Ed ('48). He then earned his Medical degree ('54) and proceeded to 
Weston to set up a Family Practice which provided 64 years of dedicated care to the west end of 
Toronto. Dr. Bob maintained a full time practice until the age of 92, making him one of the 
longest-working GPs in Canada. In '65 he became Chief of Staff of Humber Memorial Hospital 
providing incomparable leadership and support for over 26 years. When he started at Humber 
as a GP, there was still a dirt road to the hospital. Until his late 70's, he delivered babies (more 
than a thousand over the years). For decades he did tonsillectomies, casted fractures, assisted 
with his patients' surgeries, and till in his 80's, provided housecalls. Throughout the years he 
prided himself on visiting his patients in hospital every day to offer support, including Christmas. 
He also created the Research Ethics Committee which has grown to fund medical innovation and 
treatments for hundreds of patients. Dr. Bob sat on the board of Craigleith Ski Club and was 
instrumental in forming its Racing Program, supporting it for many decades as a coach, a parent 
and the race doctor. He adored skiing and racing and was often the first on the hill and last to 
leave. At the age of 67 he took up snowboarding, which he continued to do well into his 80s. 
Bob excelled at golf and was also an active member of Weston Golf Club for over 70 years, 
always preferring to walk the course rather than take a cart. Meeting Judie in 1972 at Humber 



Memorial Hospital, he often declared, was love at first site. Marrying her in 1977, changed his 
life as they created their own "Yours, Mine and Ours". She was his constant source of love and 
stability as they shared values, goals, adventures and much joy for over 5 decades. Bob 
delighted in lifelong learning, and not just in medicine. He was an ardent reader, loved skiing, 
canoeing and all things Scottish. He harboured a passionate concern for social justice, and was 
perhaps most notably remembered for his unwavering sense of intention to do the right thing. 
Not only a wise father, doctor and friend, Bob had the ability to make himself (simultaneously) 
loved, feared and respected by all who knew him. Be it family, community or profession, he was, 
by all accounts, an altruistic soul, a true gentleman and a man of honour. While his passing 
leaves a huge gap, he will be remembered for his good humour, his generous spirit, his sharp wit 
and heart warming grin. He left the World a better place. At 98 years young, he is survived by his 
loving wife and best friend, Judie; his children, Mary (Ripper), Carolyn ( James), Lorna, Andy 
(Emily), Janice, Meredith (Chris) and Allison (Peter); his grandchildren, Ryley, Marissa, Jared, 
Jenna, Drew, Robbie, Kate, Christian, James, Sadie, Kieran, Charlie, Liam, Madeleine, Ethan and 
Cecily and recently blessed with ten great-grandchildren, Lily, Ellie, Nora, Adeline, Quinn, 
Tommy, Max, Henry, Thomas and Isabelle. Dr. Bob has donated his body to anatomical study 
and medical research. A generous gift that, above all else, is a gift of knowledge. With this gift, 
he is continuing to give an invaluable contribution to the education of tomorrow's medical 
professionals in preparation for a lifetime of healthcare, research and healing. Published 
obituary 

Class of 5T7 

Dr. Marvin TILE on August 18, 2025, at age 92, peacefully, after a remarkable life of service, 
leadership, and love. He was born in Toronto on January 11, 1933, the first child of Sam and 
Annie Tile, Jewish immigrants from Poland. Marvin was the beloved husband of Esther for 71 
years, his partner in every sense, sharing a life of purpose, joy, and adventure. Proud and loving 
father and father-in-law of Gary and Rosemary Tile, Stephen Tile and Helene Korn, Deborah and 
Steven Cass, and Andrew Tile and Candy Ramberansingh. Cherished grandfather of Katy and 
David Albert, Sari and Jacob Diskin, Noah and Atara Shields Tile, David and Brittany Tile, Rachel 
Tile and Shemmi Boussidan, Abby Tile, Ian and Samantha Cass, Anne and Adam Gerlings, Caya 
Tile, and Keeley Tile. Great- grandfather of Lily, Sally, Annie, Miles, Emma, Simon, Gavriel, Louie, 
Teddi, Violet, Audrey, and Maeve. Dear brother and brother-in-law to Cathy and the late 
Howard z"l Tile, and Fred and the late Ruth z"l Gold. Beloved uncle, cousin, teacher, friend, and 
mentor to hundreds around the world. A graduate of Harbord Collegiate, Marvin gained 
entrance to the University of Toronto Faculty of Medicine at a time when there was a quota 
system limiting Jews. His career was distinguished by a lifelong commitment to Sunnybrook 
Health Sciences Centre, where his vision leadership and determination led to the creation of 
Canada's first Level 1 trauma centre, a system that has saved countless lives. Sunnybrook's 
fracture clinic proudly bears his name, a lasting symbol of his devotion to patients and 
innovation in trauma care. Renowned for his surgical skill and deep compassion for patients, 
Marvin was a gifted teacher and mentor whose influence shaped an entire generation of 
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orthopaedic surgeons in Canada and around the world. His leadership, generosity of spirit, and 
dedication to excellence left a lasting mark on both his profession and the lives of those he 
cared for. He served as Chair of both the Sunnybrook Foundation and the Holy Blossom Temple 
Foundation, and was appointed to the Order of Canada in recognition of his extraordinary 
contributions. Marvin's greatest pride was his family and what a gift it was to be in his orbit. No 
achievement mattered more to him than being present for their milestones, celebrating 
graduations, weddings, and welcoming each new grandchild and great-grandchild with joy. 
Shabbat dinners were legendary. He lived with warmth, humor, and an unshakable belief in the 
value of caring for one another. He would help anyone he could and never expected anything in 
return. His legacy lives on in the lives he touched, both in medicine and at home. Marvin never 
missed an opportunity to remind us how fortunate we are to live and raise our families in 
Canada and to never take our freedom for granted. The family extends heartfelt thanks for the 
extraordinary and compassionate care from his caregivers Loren, Luz, Luz Clarita, Jenny, Allyssa, 
and Lobell and to the doctors and nurses of the CICU and palliative care teams at 
Sunnybrook. Published obituary 

Class of 5T8 

Dr. Albert STRICKLER — It's Over (January 17, 1934 - September 26, 2025) This will inform all 
those who may be pleased, or not, to know that I have just experienced the ultimate loss — my 
life. I didn't want this — I liked living — even while wearing the lifelong yoke of Charcot Marie 
Tooth Neuropathy. I take with me those regrets that I could not reverse. But on balance, over 
my lifetime, I was a decent human being and a medical doctor who did more good than harm. I 
leave behind the Dr. Albert Strickler Scholarship in the hope that it will inspire and assist others 
who face life with visible physical impairments that may not be life-ending, or even life-
threatening, but sure as hell are life-altering. Cremation has taken place. Published obituary 

Dr. Donald ROSENTHAL peacefully, at home, in his 92nd year, following a brief illness. Donny 
Rosenthal, most beloved husband for 57 years of Carolyn. Predeceased by his first wife, Joani; 
and son, Douglas; and by his brother, Harold. Loving father of Gary and Abigail, Ken and Leslie, 
and Julie and Greg. He will be deeply missed by his grandchildren, Joelle, Shana, Peter, Elizabeth, 
Lucy, Jonah, Charlie, and Celine (Ivan); and by his great-grandson, Cayce. He felt that he had 
been so fortunate in his life. Professor Emeritus of the Department of Medicine at McMaster 
University, he had a profoundly rewarding career as a dermatologist, adored by his patients, 
lauded by the hundreds of students he taught, and held in such high regard by his colleagues, 
who looked to him for guidance in the most difficult cases. But he didn't want to be 
remembered for his professional achievements. What mattered to him most were the 
relationships he built with his family and many dear friends, with whom he enjoyed countless 
good meals, especially those featuring fine wine, red meat and a noticeable absence of green 
vegetables. Published obituary 

Class of 5T9 

https://www.legacy.com/ca/obituaries/theglobeandmail/name/marvin-tile-obituary?id=59236985
https://www.legacy.com/ca/obituaries/theglobeandmail/name/albert-strickler-obituary?id=59766009
https://www.legacy.com/ca/obituaries/theglobeandmail/name/donald-rosenthal-obituary?id=60169138


Dr. Barry Joel LITTLE — It is with deep sadness that the family announces Barry’s peaceful 
passing on February 14, 2026, at the Sunnybrook Health Sciences Centre in his 93rd year. The 
beloved partner of Diana Thomson for fifty-four years, Barry is also survived by daughters Ellen 
Barbara Downey and Sarah Jillian Little, grandson Anthony Palleschi, and extended family 
members living in Canada, Australia and England. He was predeceased by his parents, Murray 
and Lillian Little, and his brothers, Gerald Little and Allan Little. Barry graduated with a degree in 
Medicine at the University of Toronto in 1959 and became a Fellow of the Royal College of 
Physicians and Surgeons of Canada in 1965. Following further post-graduate studies at the 
National Hospital for Nervous Diseases, Queen Square in London, England, Barry returned to 
Canada in 1967, commencing practice Hamilton, Ontario. He was subsequently appointed an 
assistant professor of neurology in the Department of Medicine at McMaster University in 1969. 
He left Hamilton in 1974, opening a private practice in Toronto and joining the active staff of the 
Northwestern General Hospital. From 1974 to 1999 he held a University of Toronto 
appointment as visiting lecturer at Sunnybrook Health Sciences Centre. He partially retired in 
2000, limiting his practice to independent medical examinations until full retirement in 
November 2005. In addition to the medical sciences, Barry had a life-long interest and 
engagement in the arts. He was a talented pianist, songwriter and graphic artist and, in 2022, 
published a book about his family’s Toronto theatre business (The South Side of Queen: A 
Burlesque Theatre Family Saga). The family gratefully acknowledges the outstanding services 
and support provided by PSW Lanie Aragon as Barry’s health declined over the past two years. 

Dr. Harvey MOLDOFSKY died peacefully in his sleep on Friday, August 15, 2025, at the 
Kensington Hospice in Toronto. He is survived by his beloved wife, Zelda; his children, Michelle 
and Daved; his daughter-in-law, Michelle; and grandson, Cove. Born and raised in Toronto, Dr. 
Harvey Moldofsky earned his M.D. from the University of Toronto in 1959 and went on to 
become Professor Emeritus of the Faculty of Medicine there. Dr. Moldofsky spent a large 
portion of his career researching sleep physiology and biological rhythms with his colleagues and 
students. His research has focused on immune, cytokine, and neuroendocrine processes related 
to sleep and wakefulness under various conditions, including long-duration space travel. Early 
research focused on rheumatic illness, Tourette's Syndrome, and eating disorders. He has 
received many local, national and international awards and honours, including the regional 
award of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada for his long-standing 
contributions as a medical educator. He was a Distinguished Life Fellow of the American 
Psychiatric Association. He will be dearly missed by many that knew him. His family is grateful 
for the support of many healthcare workers, including the beloved nurses from ParaMed Home 
Health Care who provided their services in his last few years. Published obituary 

Dr. Gregory Michael BROWN (March 27, 1934 - December 8, 2025) passed away peacefully at 
his home in Punta Mita, Mexico. He was predeceased by his first wife, Audrey Christina (Shute) 
Brown (1936-1998); and by his youngest daughter, Anne Marie (Brown) Fielding (1974-2017). He 
is survived by his second wife, Elizabeth (East) Brown; his seven children; fourteen 
grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren. Children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren: 
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Jacqueline (Brown) and Peter Embleton: Christina Embleton and Christopher Chu, and their son, 
Landon Chu; William Embleton; David and Lily Brown: Linette Brown and Kyle Lunau; Nicholas 
and Emma Brown; Amelia and Adelise Brown; M. Catherine Brown and Bill Lutsch: Liam Lutsch; 
Kendra Lutsch; Paul Brown and Maria Luisa Osuna: Pablo Osuna Brown; Ines Osuna Brown; 
Barbara (Brown) and Sean French: Conor French; Ronan French; Joyce Brown: Tobey O'Connor; 
Patti Brown: Michael Morelli and John Hilyer; Anne Marie (Brown) Fielding and Steven Fielding: 
Moss Fielding; Haydn Fielding. Greg was a respected research psychiatrist whose pioneering 
work helped shape the fields of neuroendocrinology and mental health research. He held key 
leadership roles at McMaster University and the Clarke Institute of Psychiatry and contributed 
to the formation of the Centre for Addiction and Mental Health (CAMH). His research advanced 
understanding of brain function and psychiatric illness, with notable contributions to the study 
of melatonin. He served on numerous mental health research boards, co-founded Progress 
Mental Health in 2019, and published hundreds of scientific papers over his distinguished 
career. Greg was not only accomplished in the scientific world; he also had a deep love of music 
and theatre. He attended De la Salle College, where he sang in the choir, and later delighted in 
sharing music with his family. He entertained his children at the piano with his spirited rendition 
of "Crash Bang Boom" — Rachmaninoff's Prelude in C-sharp minor, Op. 3, No. 2 — whenever he 
had the chance. Greg also enjoyed listening to the music his eight children loved and took great 
joy in performing with the local theatre group. Greg will be remembered for his brilliant mind, 
his dedication to improving mental health, and his deep love for his family. He will be 
profoundly missed. Published obituary 

Class of 6T0 

Dr. Nathan MORROW passed away peacefully on Wednesday, June 18, 2025, at Toronto 
Western Hospital, surrounded by family. Beloved husband of Barbara for 64 years. Devoted 
father and father-in-law of Lisa Morrow and David Herzstein, Eric Morrow and Debbie 
Weinstein, and Maryanne Morrow and Mark Goldstein. Dear brother and brother-in-law of 
Pauline and the late Dr. Meyer Morrow, Melvin and the late Maxine Wasserman, and Susan 
Schwab and the late Jerry McNabb. Cherished grandfather of Jordan, Erin, Zachary, Lillian, Abby, 
and Layla. Dr. Morrow was an exceptional and dedicated physician and surgeon, practicing for 
over fifty years. His life's work was a reflection of his compassion, commitment, and excellence 
in care. His heart was always full with love for his family and his community. Published obituary 

Class of 6T7 

Dr. Martin BUCKSPAN (December 13, 1939 - November 8, 2025) It is with great love and 
sadness that we announce the passing of Dr. Martin Buckspan of Toronto, Ontario. Born in 
Brooklyn, New York, on December 13, 1939, Martin moved with his family to Bowmanville, 
Ontario, at age five. Living above the town's only movie theatre sparked his lifelong love of film. 
After losing his father young, he moved to Toronto with his mother and grandmother and 
attended Vaughan Road Collegiate. After first studying dentistry at the University of Toronto, 
Martin found his true calling in medicine. He became a respected urologist and surgeon, later 
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serving as Head of Urology at Mount Sinai Hospital and leading the University's graduate 
program. A pioneer in male fertility, he founded one of Toronto's first clinics dedicated to 
helping couples build families. In his 30s, Martin was diagnosed with retinitis pigmentosa, a 
condition that gradually took his sight, yet he continued to live with strength, independence, 
and humour. His loyal guide dog, Yager, was his constant companion for over 10 years. He is 
survived by his beloved wife of 60 years, Barbara; his children, Carrie (Brian Park) and David 
(Claudine Dupont); and grandchildren, Jake, Madison, Ava, and Olivia. The family extends 
heartfelt thanks to his caregivers for their kindness and compassion.  

Class of 6T8 

Dr. Willard McCAIN (May 15, 1942 - August 21, 2025) Dr. Willard Gregory "Greg" McCain, 
devoted husband, beloved father, grandfather and respected surgeon, passed away peacefully 
at his home, in Ballantrae, on August21, 2025, at the age of 83. Born in London, Ontario, to 
Kenneth and June McCain, Greg spent his early years attending Upper Canada College. Skilled on 
the ice, with the missing teeth to prove it, he was a proud member of the first hockey team and 
excelled at academics. To his parents' great pride, he graduated from medical school at the 
University of Toronto and obtained his specialty in Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery in1974, 
receiving the Chairman's Medal. He dedicated more than four decades to a distinguished career 
as a surgeon, defined not just by his expertise, but by the care and compassion he gave to every 
patient. He was proud to serve as Chief of Plastic Surgery at North York General Hospital before 
his retirement in 2014. Greg is survived by his loving wife of 58 years, DeeDee McCain. He was a 
proud father to Deb McCain (Matt McPherson) and Mark McCain (the late Mary McCain); and 
an adored grandfather to Davis and Daphne McPherson, and Hunter and Darcy McCain. His 
family was his greatest joy and most treasured legacy. A man of many passions, Greg embraced 
life to the fullest. He loved wine, art, books and music, and was an avid collector. Greg was a 
passionate sports fan, especially of hockey and tennis. He delighted in downhill skiing around 
the world with the Alpine Surgical Society, a group of doctors and their families who combined 
their love of mountain slopes and fine dining with medicine. Theatre was another lifelong love. 
Greg avidly consumed everything from Broadway blockbusters to the most avant-garde 
productions. At home, he would spend hours listening to cast recordings, and was happiest 
when tuned in to The Broadway Channel on SiriusXM - especially on long drives to and from 
Florida. Greg and DeeDee's winters as snowbirds on Longboat Key became a cherished tradition 
- a place Greg always called, "the best mistake I ever made." Greg's humour, wisdom, and 
generosity will be remembered and missed by all who knew him. He lived as a true bon vivant: 
someone who delighted in the many good things in life - and above all, people. Published 
obituary 

Class of 7T1 

Dr. Stephen HANET (January 14, 1947 - November 2, 2025) passed away peacefully at home 
after a courageous battle with cancer. Loving and devoted husband of the late Myrna. Father to 
Beth and Kevin, Josh and Courtney. Cherished Zaidie to Cameron, Evan and Zoe. Caring partner 
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of Sharyn Goldberg. Brother of Sheila, Sherri and Bill, Suellen and Bob, and Richard and Rahel 
Leigh. Brother-in-law of Caryl Schwartz. Loved by his many nieces, nephews, great-nieces and 
great-nephews. Loved by his many friends. Adored by his patients. 

Dr. Peter Geoffrey HODGETTS — MD ‘Geoff’ (October 1, 1947 - November 22) 2025 died with 
dignity and at peace at Kingston General Hospital on the morning of November 22 surrounded 
by his loving family. He was predeceased by his parents John Edwin ‘Ted’ and Ruth (Woodger) 
and his brother Edwin ‘Ted’ Hodgetts. He will be greatly missed by his partner of 22 years 
Cathleen Hoeniger, his sister Anne, his sister-in-law Jane Wilson, his children Geoffrey (Sonya 
Amin), Melanie (Boris Glišić), Matthew and Paul (Jean Jamieson-Hanes), his stepchildren Julia 
and Dana Lew, his niece Sarah (A.V. Ramana), and his grandchildren Alexander, Inika and Prairie. 
Educated at the University of Toronto, Geoff’s career in medicine was driven by, in the words of 
his friend and colleague David Packer, “a vision to save people’s lives.” After 20 years in family 
practice, he joined the Department of Family Medicine at Queen’s University in 1990, where he 
held various program director roles over the following three decades, including helping establish 
the department’s link with the Falkland Islands in 2015. However, his career was defined by a 
fateful 1995 trip through the siege lines to Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH), where he 
would ultimately direct the Queen’s Family Medicine Program in BiH for 16 years. His expertise 
further led to many years of health-sector development work on Afghanistan, involving several 
country visits as Canada’s Senior Health Advisor and a civilian advisory role with NATO. After 
retiring in 2019, Geoff maintained his scholarly interests, assisting his partner with her archival 
work in Italy, and continued to make contributions to academic publications. He also brought 
these skills (and much excitement) to his duties as newsletter editor of the Kingston Stamp Club. 
Inspired by his lifelong love of dogs, he became a board member of the Kingston Humane 
Society, and all the while continued to devour movies and television of all sorts, always with a 
special love for British humour. He treasured his time spent with his family at the cottage in the 
Georgian Bay, where three of the wooden boats he built continue to train rowers and sailors. 
His friends and family will all greatly miss his wicked sense of humour, dinnertime stories, 
generosity of spirit, and the genuine care he showed to everyone. The family expresses their 
deepest gratitude to the doctors, nurses and staff at the Cancer Centre and on Connell 3 of 
Kingston General Hospital. Published obituary 

Class of 7T5 

Dr. Chih-Chen FANG, a physician, humanitarian, mentor, brother, uncle, loving husband, father, 
and grandfather died on January 4, 2025, at the age of 75. Chih was born in Yilan, Taiwan on 
September 9, 1949, and emigrated to Toronto, Canada when he was 17 years old. He graduated 
from the Faculty of Medicine at the University of Toronto in 1975 and completed his anesthesia 
residency at Stanford in 1979. Chih’s career with The Permanente Medical Group spanned 36 
years. During his tenure as North Valley TPMG Chief of Anesthesiology from 1987 to 2005, he 
started a region-leading OB epidural service, established an exceptional physician-CRNA 
partnership, and built the regional anesthesia block and catheter program. His leadership laid 
the foundation for a strong culture in the perioperative world that continues to provide world 

https://www.tributearchive.com/obituaries/46515606/dr.-peter-g.-hodgetts


class care for Kaiser patients. Chih was a leader who believed in leading from the front and by 
example. He exercised uncompromising integrity and pursuit of excellence and helped many 
colleagues realize their full potential. When it came to patient care and crisis management, he 
was always the first one in with his sleeves rolled up, and the last one out. He prided himself on 
always having his team’s back. Chih also contributed heavily to Sacramento Kaiser’s hospital 
lexicon, with his words of exhortation to his colleagues such as “Good Show!”, “NDG” and other 
saltier variants not suitable for an obituary. Beyond his professional life, Chih was a strong 
believer in giving back to society. He was particularly active with Alliance for Smiles (AfS), a San 
Francisco-based organization dedicated to improving the lives of children impacted by cleft lip 
and palate, where he served as Lead Anesthesiologist for 10 years and on its Board of Directors 
for 11 years. Beginning with his first surgical mission to Guangyuan, China in 2010, Chih went on 
seven AfS medical missions across the world, providing life-changing surgeries for children born 
with cleft palates and training local medical teams to provide quality care. Beginning in 2003, he 
also served on four medical missions with ReSurge International, a non-profit organization 
committed to providing reconstructive surgical care in developing countries worldwide. Chih 
continued to serve as an ambassador for these causes and inspired many others to join these 
efforts, continuing his legacy of care and compassion. Chih’s hobbies included ballroom dancing, 
photography, traveling, and most of all, eating. He also enjoyed singing, listening to music, 
watching college basketball and rooting for his beloved Arizona Wildcats. His recent years were 
joyously spent with his grandson, Braden, whom he adored. Chih is survived by his wife, 
Margaret; sister Julie; sons, Desmond and Quinlan; daughter-in-law, Kay; and grandson, Braden. 
Chih’s family would like to thank the medical staff at Kaiser Sacramento who cared for him. They 
would also like to express deep gratitude to his TPMG Anesthesia family, including his former 
MD colleagues, CRNAs, and PACU nurses who visited him at his bedside. They will always be in 
your debt for the love and support you showed to Chih. We invite those who knew Chih to share 
stories, memories and photos at chihfangremembrance@gmail.com. Your stories will help 
preserve Chih’s spirit and memory for his family and future generations. Memorial page 

Class of 7T6 

Dr. George JABLONSKY (August 4, 1951 - September 5, 2025 London, Ontario) With great 
sadness, George's family wish to share the news of his peaceful and sudden passing on Friday, 
September 5th, 2025 in his home. While seated in his favourite chair, dogs at his feet, and 
watching his Blue Jays, he quietly slipped away. He was the son of the late Jaroslaw (P.Eng.) and 
Larissa, as well as the son-in-law of the late Mr. Justice Alan Baker and his wife Janet. Left to 
mourn, is his beloved wife Alexandra (Alex) nee Baker, his twin children Laura and Christian (his 
pride and joy), as well as their half-brothers, his bonus sons, Nathan and Joshua. He is also 
survived by his brother Victor Jablonsky of Toronto. George spent 40 years as an Interventional 
Cardiologist and Associate Professor at London Health Sciences Centre and Western University. 
Upon retirement from the hospital, he remained committed and active in his vocation to the 
very end. He was a partner in London Cardiac Institute, and leaves behind patients and dear 
colleagues. His loss will resonate deeply. The care and compassion he showed reached beyond 
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his human patients, as demonstrated by his love for animals, dogs in particular. Over the years, 
he and Alex offered a better life and support to dozens of rescue pets, who were not only saved, 
but went on to become members of their family. There will be a crowd at the Rainbow Bridge 
waiting for George. A remarkable life full of service and dedication. Bio and published obituary 

Dr. Paul STEPHAN — It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Paul Stephan on 
February 15, 2025. Devoted husband to Frankie for 48 years; beloved father and father-in-law to 
David (Sandra), Matthew (Kaelah), and Ricky (Melissa); cherished grandfather to Harlow, Delilah, 
Sage, Benji, and Bram; and caring brother and brother-in-law to Marlene (Gord). Paul was a 
family physician for 45 years and cared for his patients deeply. He enjoyed learning and 
attending medical conferences with his peers. In addition to his professional accomplishments, 
he cherished time with his family, going to hockey and baseball games, taking his sons to the 
gym, and spending summers at the cottage. He especially looked forward to celebrating the 
holidays with his close friends and family. He will be missed greatly. 

Dr. Helen Grace BOWDEN (nee Lynn) on November 1, 2024, peacefully in Edmonton, Alberta. 
Left to mourn are her daughter Mary Elizabeth (Rhian), David Andrew William (Hayley) and long-
time friend/co-dog parent Marg Daly. Helen was born on May 14, 1951, in Penticton B.C., to 
parents Rev. Carmen and Grace Lynn. She and her twin sister Hazel attended the University of 
Toronto, graduating as medical doctors. Helen's medical work took her around the world, with 
primary practices in Hay River, Lloydminster, and Edmonton. Her passion for maternal and natal 
health have impacted generations of families. Interest in all living things sparked many of 
Helen's hobbies, including breeding and raising litters of Bichon Frise and German Shepherds. 
She also enjoyed gardening, and flower arranging. Music was a driving force in her life. Helen 
was an active supporter of the arts community, as well as a member of choirs and flute 
ensembles. Helen enjoyed traveling, particularly by motor home and cruise ship. Mom's heart 
was that of a servant and of faith, living each day by Micah 6:8: to do what is right, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with your God. Published obituary 

Dr. Jaanus MARLEY — Jaanus' family is sad to announce his death at Michael Garron Hospital on 
December 19, 2025. He will be missed by his family: Reet; Karin and Chris, Elin and Guillaume; 
Vera, Agnes and Ava; Toomas; and a wide circle of extended family and friends. Jaanus was born 
on June 14, 1949 in Gothenburg, Sweden, to Estonian refugee parents. He moved to Canada as a 
preschooler, settling in Toronto after a period in Quebec. He embraced both his Canadian and 
Estonian identities, and was very active in the Estonian community in Toronto, participating in 
folk dance, Estonian school, Scouts, his fraternity Vironia, the Lutheran church and more. Jaanus 
graduated from industrial engineering at the University of Toronto, and then followed his wife-
to-be Reet to medical school, working as a family physician for four decades. After listening to a 
patient's heart. he would pun, "your heart's in the right place." After their daughters were born, 
Jaanus and Reet both stayed at home part time, as equal partners in parenting. Jaanus greatly 
enjoyed his time at the Black River cottage property, part of which has now been donated to the 
Couchiching Conservancy. Published obituary 
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Class of 7T8 

Dr. David Alexander BATTIN — In the days after the recent passing of Dr. David Alexander 
Battin, as family and friends reminisced, it quickly became evident that here was a man who was 
happy with pretty much everything in his life. What an extraordinary gift. Born in 1951, the son 
of "The Colonel" Jim and Mackintosh Battin and the spirited, dearly admired older brother to 
Margi, David was forever causing trouble but rarely got caught. In the post-war, suburban 
neighborhood of Monterey Park, David got up to all sorts of youthful hijinx like melting streets 
with exploding rockets and tying his younger sister to a tree. He spent a lot of time at his Jewish 
best friend's home which, consciously or not, is probably what landed him in the UC Santa Cruz 
Hebrew class searching for a Jewish wife. Marcia Schwartz and David were married in Los 
Angeles, CA in the summer of 1975. True love? Of course. Urgently necessary for Marcia's work 
visa for the move to Toronto? Absolutely. In Toronto, David attended medical school and 
seemingly played all sports and (unverifiable) was good at them all! Based on many stories and 
sources, it seems nearly impossible, that with how much fun he had and how little he studied, 
he was able to become a doctor. And yet, half of anyone you'll meet between the ages of 20 and 
40 in Pasadena was delivered by the good Doctor B. David was the proud father of Matthew, 
Sarah and Rachel (and Mary Beth). Despite unpredictable and long hours at the hospital there is 
not a single moment he missed in their lives, which is both remarkable and a testament to how 
much his family mattered to him. He was there at boy scout camp when Matt shaved his head 
with a Bic razor and did nothing to stop him. He was there to whisk Rachel off the ski slopes with 
a broken wrist and straight to the emergen-er, his orthopedic friend's kitchen for a late night 
casting. Not for lack of his middle of the night racing up the state, he was only almost there for 
the birth of his first grandchild. This was for the best as Sarah didn't quite know how to tell him 
he was certainly not allowed in the delivery room. Among the many things that the Battin clan 
did together, family camp at UC Santa Barbara was a long lasting tradition. For thirteen 
summers, David took the greatest amount of joy spending a week with his family... rather, David 
took the greatest amount of joy waving to his children across the cafeteria at meal times after 
their busy days in groups and his busy days of sailing, wine tasting, and tennis. In the over thirty 
years that David and his family called 1961 La France Ave. home, David was an active member in 
the community. Long a fixture in the South Pasadena AYSO, David coached, refereed, red carded 
his children's friends' parents, and consistently followed players down the sidelines yelling, 
'Push!' as if they were in labor. He spent twenty-five holiday seasons as a volunteer for the 
Tournament of Roses. Whether it was selecting marching bands, riding a moped alongside a 
float down the parade route or just flipping burgers for the hungry marchers at the end, he 
always found something interesting and entertaining in each assignment and treated them all 
with the same level of importance. Although not a born member of the tribe, he was an active 
member in his Jewish congregation. And even after David and Marcia moved to Sacramento, 
they continued to support the beloved South Pasadena library, traveling down often for 
Restoration concerts for which David designed the programs. After a long and prolific career 
delivering all of the campers his children picked up on their Tom Sawyer Camp bus routes, David 
supposedly went back to school to start a new career in health management, but everyone 



knows it was really to gloat over his exemplary report cards in front of his children at the dinner 
table. The new Blue Shield-9-5-business-David enjoyed weekends off and finding better and 
faster ways to commute to work. It also allowed him a convenient way to move to Sacramento 
to pursue a role in his most ardent life passion: sports sideline Grandpa. For all his many 
successes and accomplishments in life, he counted all of his true blessings in grand kids. Eight 
loud, messy, bickering, couch jumping, drink spilling blessings. Sebastian, James, Oliver, Sadie, 
Noah, Max, Simon and Phoebe. Name a sport, David was on that sideline supporting his grand 
kids/making friends/saying vaguely offensive things about the opposing children. And why stop 
at sidelines? David could also be found at out-of-town tournaments buying all the little league 
moms poolside margaritas. Of course, he knew that none of these eight blessings would be 
possible without the people chosen and brought into the family. David often remarked upon 
what good fortune it was for his children to marry such welcome and fitting additions: Matt, 
Emily and Addison. In the years after their children left the house and were forced to surrender 
the family credit card, David and Marcia found a whole new world of travel and an online social 
travel community. The trips they took and the friends they made were a major focus and 
highlight of their retirement years. The farther they went, the closer it kept them together. And 
after their 100th consecutive trip to Italy (the man just loved pasta and wine so much), Marcia 
even managed to convince him there were more parts of the world worth seeing. Only very 
recently David and Marcia celebrated their 50th anniversary on the loveliest of afternoons with 
family and friends picnicking and drinking wine in the shaded glen of a delta winery. Right now, 
it is the most bittersweet of memories. Ultimately though, one hopes that one day everyone will 
recognize it only as a joyful final gift in the life of a man who valued family and friends above 
all. Memorial page 

Class of 7T9 

Dr. Walter MONTANERA (January 12, 1954 - September 23, 2025, Retired Neuroradiologist, St. 
Michael's Hospital) It is with profound sadness that the family announces the passing of Walter 
Montanera on September 23, 2025, at the age of 71. He died peacefully at home, surrounded by 
his family, after a short but valiant battle with cancer. Walt was predeceased by his beloved 
parents, Guerrino and Onelia; and his cherished daughter, Lisa. He leaves behind his three 
younger siblings, Susan (Egidio), David, and Christina (Mike), who will forever hold him in their 
hearts. Mary Lou, his wife and life partner of 45 years; and his three sons Michael (Katharine), 
Christopher (Michelina), and Daniel (Jassie) mourn the loss of a loving and devoted husband and 
father. His grandchildren, Joseph, Matthew, Lisa, and Jason, who were his greatest delight, will 
forever remember their precious Nonno. Walt leaves behind an incredible legacy of kindness, 
generosity, love of family, and professional excellence. He trained as a resident and fellow at St. 
Michael's Hospital in neuroradiology in the 1980s, with a career in medicine that spanned over 
40 years. His professional achievements are best summed up in the 2024 University of Toronto 
Medical Imaging Department notice of his retirement, following a distinguished career spent at 
UHN's Toronto Western Hospital, and later at St. Michael's Hospital for over 25 years 
(bit.ly/Drwalt). Those who knew him were forever touched by his wisdom, humility, kindness, 
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and gentle spirit. At this time, the family would like to thank the physicians and colleagues who 
provided such wonderful and compassionate care — Drs. Julian Spears, Dana Keilty, Warren 
Mason, and Shayda Ziai. We are grateful to all family, his many friends, and the medical 
community who showered him with undying support and love. Published obituary 

Dr. Randi SHAUL passed away peacefully at home, deeply loved by those close to her, on 
November 6, 2025. Beloved wife of David Saevitzon. Loving mother and mother-in-law of 
Michael Saevitzon and Amelia Hockin, and Jill Saevitzon and Vince Lonergan. Dear sister of 
Jeffrey Shaul, and Brenda Shaul. Devoted Grammy of Abigail, Ella, and Lily. Randi was born and 
raised in Toronto and completed her medical training at the University of Toronto. She had a 
successful Family Practice before working at Princess Margaret Hospital as a Clinical Associate in 
the Gynecologic Oncology Department. Randi had a gift for making others feel at ease. This was 
her secret power. A quiet presence. A rare ability to start and hold a conversation with genuine 
interest. A listening ear. A warm smile. It mattered not that you were a billionaire or a pauper, a 
professor or a dropout, she treated everyone with dignity, respect and friendship. Hers was a 
life free of pretense and guile - a spirit completely free of malice - a heart full of kindness, an 
engaging and uplifting personality. It takes strength to be kind in the face of life's many 
challenges. Randi carried that strength and dealt with her illness with quiet bravery and dignity. 
She never bragged about the far-flung places her adventurous spirit and wanderlust took her... 
or her amazing adventures. In fact, she rarely spoke of them. While happy travelling in style, she 
was equally willing to rough it where necessary, sleeping in tents, so-so hotels and taking rides 
in decrepit trains and trucks. All to say she was flexible and adaptable. She loved hiking and 
cycling - particularly hiking - and she did some very ambitious treks over the years. She will be 
sorely missed by her many friends and family. 

Class of 8T0 

Dr. Shun WONG — It is with great sadness that we share with you the passing of our dear friend 
and colleague Dr. Shun Wong. Dr. Wong passed away peacefully on October 17, 2025, 
surrounded by his loved ones, after a long battle with cancer. Dr. Wong graduated at the 
University of Toronto's School of Medicine in 1980 and completed his residency in Radiation 
Oncology in 1985. He was a valued member of the Department of Radiation Oncology (UTDRO) 
community since 1987 and served as Vice-Chair, Clinical Affairs from 2008 to 2021, where he 
supported numerous faculty members through their academic appointments and senior 
promotions. Over the years, Dr. Wong made significant contributions to UTDRO's growth and 
leadership, where many of their faculty had the privilege of working closely with him. Dr. Wong 
started working at Sunnybrook in February 2002 as the Chief of the Department of Radiation 
Oncology in the Odette Cancer Centre, until June 2013. He was a great person, in addition to 
being an exceptional physician. His influence was far reaching, not only for physicians in 
Toronto, but globally where he was known for his expertise in CNS research. He was a dedicated 
physician, with deep interest in patient care, medical education and research. Dr. Wong retired 
in 2024 and his impact on the medical community will continue to be meaningful for years to 
come. Outside of these achievements, Dr. Wong was a wonderful father, husband and grandpa. 
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He was a dear friend and made time for those he loved. He was an avid tennis player and 
gardener. Dr. Wong will be missed and fondly remembered by his loved ones, friends, 
colleagues and patients. 

Class of 9T1 

Dr. Lynn STRAATMAN passed away on November 28, 2025, after a brief but valiant battle with 
cancer. She died peacefully surrounded by her family. Lynn completed her paediatrics residency 
at Hospital for Sick Children specializing in cardiology. Lynn moved to Vancouver BC where she 
became a Clinical Assistant Professor in the Division of Cardiology at University of British 
Columbia with joint appointments in Pediatrics (Adolescent Medicine) and Palliative Care. She 
was the Medical Director of the Heart Function Clinic at Vancouver General Hospital. She also 
chaired the Vancouver Coastal Health Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Steering Committee leading 
initiatives to address barriers for BIPOC physicians and gender equality for physicians. Lynn led 
the ON TRAC program, a provincial collaboration that supported youth with chronic conditions 
transitioning from pediatric to adult care — work that earned her the HEABC Top Innovation 
Award in 2015. Lynn was clearly a champion for her patients, and equity in healthcare. Apart 
from her career accomplishments, Lynn is most fondly remembered for the care and 
commitment she showed to her family. She leaves in mourning her son, husband, parents, 
sister, brothers, and many friends. Lynn carried herself with a quiet optimism and a kindness 
that made people feel seen and supported. 

Class of 9T9 

Dr. William DYMON (April 17, 1937 - September 16, 2025) It is with love and gratitude for a life 
well-lived that we announce the passing of Dr. William (Bill) Andro Dymon on September 16, 
2025, at the age of 88. Born in Arvida, Quebec, to Andrew Dymon and Olga Hreczanyk, and 
raised in Parkdale, Toronto, Bill was known from a young age for his strong work ethic, academic 
acumen, and drive. At the age of 12 he began working as a pharmacy delivery boy, riding on his 
bicycle to deliver medication to patients in need. Later, he excelled in his studies at Parkdale 
Collegiate and the University of Toronto's Faculty of Pharmacy. While there, he met the love of 
his life, Irene Uzinski, with whom he shared 63 cherished years of marriage, until her passing 
earlier this year. After first practicing pharmacy for several years, and having young children at 
home, Bill returned to the University of Toronto to study medicine. He could not have done this 
without Irene's support, as she worked dual duty as a pharmacist and mother, so that he could 
continue his four years of additional studies. After graduating, they settled in Etobicoke, where 
they raised their three children. Bill loved being a family doctor, a true calling, that he embraced 
for 45 years, practicing on Bloor Street in Etobicoke. As an Assistant Professor at University of 
Toronto, he enthusiastically gave back by teaching interns and residents, a contribution that 
shaped the training of countless future physicians. Bill was proud to be an "old-fashioned" 
family physician who cared for his patients with dedication and compassion, doing everything 
from delivering babies, making house calls and working night shifts in the ER at Toronto Western 
Hospital. Bill cared for his patients whenever and wherever they needed it, in their homes, at his 



office, and at the hospital. Outside of medicine, Bill's lifelong love of sports brought him great 
joy. He was a CFL football fan and an Argo season ticket holder for many years. A talented 
hockey player, he led his pharmacy and medical school teams. He continued playing the game 
he loved well into his 80s, every Thursday night with his old-timer's team, the Grey Blades, and 
every Sunday morning with a long-time group of Docs and friends. Golf was another passion, 
and Thursday afternoon tee times at the Board of Trade Country Club were a treasured highlight 
of his week, but none more so than the day he got his Hole in One! Bill's life was defined by his 
steady strength and solid work ethic. His devotion to his family was equally great. He was a 
constant source of inspiration, encouragement and support to his three children, William 
(Sherri), Diane, and Richard (Dawn). He instilled strong values, a respect for education and a 
deep appreciation for family bonds. He was extremely proud of his nine grandchildren, Jessica, 
Andrew, Owen, Kathryn, Evan, Viviana, Lillien, Adelyn, and Maeve, whom he loved very much. 
One of his fondest joys was welcoming the entire family for an annual week-long summer 
vacation reunion at the family home to relax, reconnect, BBQ and enjoy the pool! Bill was 
predeceased by his beloved wife, Irene; his brother Andy; his sister-in-law, Suzan Dymon; Irene's 
sister, Anne; and her husband, Stan Jerome. He will be fondly remembered by his brother, Alec; 
his sister-in-law, Pat; and his five nieces and nephews, Dan, Donna, Andrea, Trisha, and Alex, 
who will always treasure his steadfast wisdom and guidance. Honouring his wish to remain at 
home during his final months, Bill received skilled and compassionate care from his long-time 
colleague and friend, Dr. Joe Kozak, his devoted caregiver, Lesia, and the exceptional team from 
Dorothy Ley Hospice, Dr. Keith Johnstone, nurses Vlad and Natalia, and a dedicated group of 
PSWs, Murga, Lisa, Simran, Sarah, and Faesa. His family is deeply grateful for their care, kindness 
and support. Bill's legacy lives on in the family he cherished, his devoted friends, the students he 
mentored, the patients he cared for, and the community he served with unwavering 
dedication. Published obituary 

Source: https://temertymedicine.utoronto.ca/memoriam 
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