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DIRECTOR and ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR/PROFESSOR
Rehabilitation Sciences Institute
University of Toronto

Applications are invited for the position of Director of the Rehabilitation Sciences Institute (RSl), an
EDU:B in the Temerty Faculty of Medicine at the University of Toronto. The successful candidate must
currently hold an academic appointment at the rank of Associate Professor or Professor in the Temerty
Faculty of Medicine. The appointment as Director will be for a 5-year term effective July 1, 2026,
renewable once following a favourable review.

The successful candidate must hold a PhD degree in rehabilitation science or related field. The Director
will bring a record of excellence in research, education and creative professional activity. They will be
expected to lead and sustain an innovative and independent research program and maintain a
competitive externally-funded research program at a national or international level. The successful
candidate must be an effective communicator with a track record of multidisciplinary, collaborative and
inclusive leadership. They must have comprehensive knowledge of rehabilitation sciences and student-
centred graduate education, and bring a vision for innovative interdisciplinary research and education
relevant to the future of rehabilitation science in health care. They will have a track record of student
leadership and mentorship—supporting the integration of new students and contributing to a positive
academic environment. The Director will be approachable to students and engage with the community
in student-led activities and departmental events. The candidate will possess outstanding leadership,
management and interpersonal skills, with demonstrated ability to build new partnerships locally,
nationally and internationally. The Director will develop and implement strategic priorities and create
and sustain collaborative relationships across the Toronto Academic Health Sciences Network (TAHSN)
and the University of Toronto. Successful fundraising and alumni relationship-building will be assets. The
Director will bring a unifying vision that embeds principles of equity and social accountability (WHO) in
teaching, faculty development, student mentorship, research collaborations and alumni engagement to
take RSI to an even higher level of academic achievement and recognition.

RSl is the doctoral-stream arm for the Rehabilitation Sciences Sector, comprising the Departments of
Occupational Science & Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy and Speech-Language Pathology. The
academic activities of RSI students cover the full breadth of rehabilitation sciences with over 100 RSI
faculty distributed throughout the University of Toronto, including teaching hospitals and research
institutes. The current program trains students within six recognized research foci: Movement Science,
Occupational Science, Speech-Language Pathology, Rehabilitation Health Services Research,
Rehabilitation Technology Sciences and Social & Cognitive Rehabilitation Sciences. RSI offers Master of
Science and PhD degree programs. To enhance graduate education RSI partners with numerous
Collaborative Specialization programs. RSI students may participate in the following programs: Aging,
Palliative & Supportive Care Across the Life Course, Cardiovascular Sciences, Global Health,
Musculoskeletal Sciences, Neuroscience, Robotics, Women's Health and Workplace Learning & Social
Change.

Spanning the basic, clinical and rehabilitation sciences, Temerty Faculty of Medicine at the University of
Toronto is at the centre of TAHSN, the 3™ largest hub for biomedical research in North America. The
University of Toronto is ranked 4™ for its research output and impact and the 1t among public
universities in North America (National Tawan University); globally it is ranked 1 in rehabilitation
(Center for World University Rankings), 5" in clinical medicine (US News & World Report-Best Global
University Rankings), 5™ in health sciences research (Nature Index Research Leaders) and 9™ in medical
and health (Times Higher Education).


https://rsi.utoronto.ca/faculty
https://medicine.utoronto.ca/
https://www.utoronto.ca/
https://tahsn.ca/
https://www.afmc.ca/strategic-priorities/social-accountability/
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/defining-and-measuring-the-social-accountability-of-medical-schools
https://temertymedicine.utoronto.ca/rehabilitation-sciences-0
https://rsi.utoronto.ca/research-foci
https://rsi.utoronto.ca/master-science
https://rsi.utoronto.ca/master-science
https://rsi.utoronto.ca/doctor-philosophy
https://rsi.utoronto.ca/collaborative-programs

Interested individuals must submit a (1) letter of interest outlining their vision for the future of RSl and
their relevant experience, and (2) statement on principles and practice of equity and social
accountability (maximum 300 words) and (3) CV to academic.hr.medicine@utoronto.ca. Examples of the
application of principles of equity and social accountability include mentoring of students,
administrative staff and/or faculty from diverse groups; faculty and/or leadership development
initiatives; development of inclusive pedagogies; research, scholarship and/or teaching with a focus on
underrepresented and historically marginalized communities; and public engagement activities that
reach out to underserved communities.

Applicants must also arrange for three confidential letters of reference—on letterhead, signed and
dated—to be sent directly by the referee to academic.hr.medicine@utoronto.ca by the closing date.

All application materials, including recent reference letters, must be received by the closing date,
Wednesday February 18, 2026.

The Rehabilitation Sciences Institute is located at 500 University Avenue, Suite 160, Toronto. For
detailed information visit https://rsi.utoronto.ca.

If you have questions about this position, contact Academic HR, Temerty Faculty of Medicine
at academic.hr.medicine@utoronto.ca.
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